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1. MISSION STATEMENT 
 

WE ARE SAWTELL SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Club: a place to belong, grow and be safe 

Sawtell SLSC is a charitable, community based, not-for-profit volunteer organisation. All key management 
personnel and volunteers are not compensated. 

Sawtell SLSC is one of the 8 clubs within the North Coast Branch of Surf Life Saving NSW, the 129 clubs 
within Surf Life Saving New South Wales (SLSNSW) and the 313 clubs within Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA). 

SLSA is the peak coastal water drowning prevention authority performing numerous rescues, preventative 
actions, and first aid treatments each year. 

The goals of Sawtell SLSC include 

(a) prevent or minimise injury and/or loss of life from drowning by the study and practice of methods of 
lifesaving and first aid 

 
(b) provide efficient patrols for the protection and guidance of the public who use the area allocated to 

the Club’s control by the local governing authorities 
 

(c) conduct, encourage and promote surf activities in its many aspects and assist the local governing 
authorities in providing and improving facilities for same 

 
(d) provide Nippers with an educational and practical experience in a wide range of subjects and skills 

within the beach environment 
 

(e) prepare Nippers for their eventual transition into active patrol involvement in the Club 
 

(f) manage funds derived from the fees and subscriptions of members, donations, grants, payments, 
subsidies and other such sources as may be approved by the Club 

 
(g) use and apply funds in promotion of the objectives of the Club 

 

The Club is indebted to all those who support our Club 



2. GOVERNANCE AND LIFE MEMBERS 
Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club Inc. 

Affiliated with the North Coast Branch of Surf Life Saving NSW 

Patrons: Pat Conaghan, Gurmesh Singh, Terry de Carle 

ELECTED OFFICE BEARERS FOR SEASON 2025-2026 

COMMITTEE 

Position Name Position Name 

President Sean Golding / Tiffany Easman Vice President Tiffany Easman / Sheena 
McTackett 

Club Captain  Shelley Lantry Secretary Adam Newman 
Treasurer  Mark Sherrin / Ruth Philippo Chief Training Officer      Sarah Tisdell          
Junior Activities Matt Herbert                      Ordinary Member            Neil Robertson 
  Ordinary Member Peter Hirth 

OTHER APPOINTED POSITIONS 

Position Name Position Name 

Vice Club Captain     Sarah Tisdell IRB Captain                     Shane Golden 
Competition Manager Tiffany Easman First Aid Officer              Dennis Meagher 
Registrar                    Lyn Hastings Gear Steward   Tony Ensbey 
Radio Officer    Steve Rayson                   Member Protection Information Officer          Sarah Tisdell 
WH&S Officer Murray Vine Child Safe Coordinator Taron Preston 
Complaints Manager Sheena McTackett Publicity Officer Fiona Lane 
Sponsorship Naomi LIttle & Mandy Hart Head Coach Erin Powell 
    

HONORARY POSITIONS  

Position Name Position Name 

Medical Dr Harrriet Payle                        Valuer                           Pat Magann 
Legal Steve Green & Col Robson  

STATUTORY APPOINTMENTS 

Position Name Position Name 
Auditor        Peter Irish                                  Public Officer               Bruce Coomber                  

LIFE MEMBERS 

Allan (Nuggett) Hobbs+ Ossie Sawtell+ Alf Wood+ Jim Worland+ 
Bill Wood (Snr)+ Alan Scope+ Bill Singleton OAM+ Bok Rowe+ 
Mal Chaffey + 
Pam Worland                             

Roy Holloway+  
Terry de Carle 

David Jones+ 
Reg Wooderson 

Barry Burgess+ 
Barry Roby 

Jim Howton                              Steve Kelly Brian Bayliss Graham Gee+ 
Kevin Clancy # Bruce Macphail Ian Dellar # Kerry Clancy OAM 
Graeme King Dennis Meagher Bill Wacher Peter Hirth # 
Cheryl Lane # Mick McGavigan Stephen Rayson# Neil Robertson # 
Andrew Martin # Greg Russell Fiona Lane # Genevieve Dellar 
Kerry Bayliss Scott Rayson # Sheena McTackett #  

+ Denotes deceased. 
# Denotes a current patrolling member. 



3. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 
On behalf of the Executive and General Committee I am pleased to present the 94th Annual Report for your 
consideration and adoption. 

This Report documents the activities of Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club Inc for the 2025-26 Season and includes 
the Audited Financial Statements and Balance Sheet for the year ended 30th April 2026. 

This report is a snapshot of the year’s activities. Please read the more in-depth reports and other information 
contained herein. 

Committee 
 
At the AGM on July 5, 2025 our President Sean Golding, Vice President Tiffany Easman, Secretary Adam 
Newman, Club Captain Shelley Lantry were returned to their positions. 
 
No nominations were received for Chief Training Officer at the AGM. Thank you to Sarah Tisdell for taking up 
this role for the season. 
 
The Committee welcomed two new Ordinary Members Peter Hirth and Neil Robertson. Their prior experience 
as office holders and Committee members has been a great resource. Peter and Neil are also a big part of the 
Friday afternoon grounds maintenance initiative which has been essential in keeping the Club surrounds and 
lawn in good condition. 
 
Mark Sherrin nominated and was elected as Treasurer at the AGM. Thank you to Mark for stepping up for this 
demanding role. Mark stood down as Treasurer at the beginning of September 2025. Thankfully Ruth Philippo 
agreed to stand in as interim Treasurer for the remainder of the season. Ruth brings her previous experience 
as Treasurer to the role as well as essential MYOB skills and accounting knowledge. Finding a Treasurer with 
these skill sets for the upcoming 2026/27 season continues to be a challenge for the Committee. 
 
At the Annual General Meeting for the Junior Activities Sub Committee held on 1st March 2026  Matt Herbert 
was returned as Chair. Thank you to Matt and all Juniors office holders and supporters for another positive and 
successful year. 
 
Sadly on November 4th our President Sean Golding passed away. Sean was involved in Surf Lifesaving for over 
20 years as a coach, parent and committee member. He brought a positive energy to the President’s role with 
a sense of humor and fun. Sean was actively involved in reenergising the ski paddling at Sawtell helping to 
draw younger members to the Club. He gave his time willingly to ski training and assisting with the electrical 
upkeep of the Club facilities. He can be remembered for finally installing an outdoor electricity outlet to service 
events on the Club lawn.  Always at the Kiosk in the morning available for a coffee and a chat he is missed by 
all. 
 
Vice President Tiffany Easman stepped up as interim President with Sheena McTackett returning to the 
Committee as Vice President. We are very lucky to have capable and experienced members able to take on 
senior roles at short notice. Thank you to Tiff and Sheena for supporting the Club during this difficult 
transition. 
 
My thanks go to those members taking up positions supporting the Committee. 
 
New to these supporting roles are Shane Golden IRB Captain, and Taren Preston Child Safe Coordinator. Fiona 
Lane continues to support the Club in her new role as Publicity Officer, maintaining our web site and 
communication feed through the various platforms.  
 



 

This year we also welcomed Naomi Little and Mandy Hart from our Juniors who have made a fantastic 
contribution in the shared role of Sponsorship Officer. 
Thank you to those Members continuing in supporting roles ; Tiffany Easman Competition Manager, Tony 
Ensby Gear and Maintenance Officer, Erin Powell Head Coach, Dennis Meagher assisted by Neil Robson First 
Aid Officer, Steve Rayson Radio Officer, Sheena McTackett Complaints Manager, Sarah Tisdell Member 
Protection Information Officer. 
 
As everyone should know our Club could not operate without the two Bruces. Thank you to Bruce Macphail for 
managing the venue bookings and assisting with award engraving and honour boards. Bruce Macphail also 
managed to run another successful Coffs Ocean Swims this year. I am very grateful to Bruce for sharing his 
knowledge as past Secretary. Bruce’s  useful reminders and prompts are a most welcome assistance in the 
operations of the Club. Bruce Coomber continues to act as our Public Officer while assisting with small cash 
transactions, donations and managing the Club House. Thank you Bruce and Bruce. 
 

Patrols 
 

The Club continues to look to engage more active patrolling members. Once again this year the club operated 
with only 10 patrol groups. It would be ideal if the Club could field 12 patrol groups to reduce the number and 
frequency of patrols. This season's LSA with shorter, full day patrols at the beginning and end of the season 
goes some way to reducing the number of days patrolling members have to commit. Thank you to all patrolling 
members for your commitment to beach safety. 

 2024 - 2025 2025 - 2026 
Patrolling Members 124 136 
Patrol Hours 4305 4605 
100% Awards 54 68 
Rescues  6 4 
Preventative Actions 120 113 

 
For more information see the Club Captain’s report from Shelley Lantry. 
 

Competition 
 
Tiffany Easman accepted the role of Competition Manager in addition to her contribution as Vice President 
and acting President on the Committee. Thank you to all competitors for your dedication to training. Thank 
you to the coaches who spend countless hours with their competitors. Thank you to the Officials, Club Officers 
and all the volunteers behind the scenes that work to make the Carnivals a success. 
 
For more information see the Competition Manager’s Report from Tiffany Easman.  
 

Nippers 
 
Our junior members have had another successful season with 221 junior members. Many thanks to those who 
support their kids and the Club by undertaking necessary courses to enable them to operate as age managers 
and perform water safety. For more information see the report from our Junior Activities Committee President 
Matt Herbert. Thank you to the Junior Activities Committee for a successful season. 
 



 

Finance 
 
The Club remains in a strong financial position being:. 
 

 2024 - 2025 2025 - 2026 
Annual Surplus/(Deficit) $21,343 $31,233 
Total Current Assets $388,289 $392,946 

For detailed information please read the Treasurer’s Report from Ruth Philippo and refer to the Financial Audit 
Documents included in this report. 

Fund Raising 
 
Our new Sponsorship Officers Naomi and Mandy have been active in continuing with standardising our 
sponsorship packages and identifying and contacting sponsors. They have also resurrected the Sawtell Pub 
raffles. In addition to the Sponsorship activities Naomi has successfully applied for two Sawtell RSL Club Grants 
securing funding for the new ski trailer and upgrading the IRB shed door to be motor operated with a swipe 
card access system. Congratulations and thank you to Naomi for this outstanding achievement. 
 
Another successful Sawtell SLSC Charity Golf Day was held in July this season. Thank you to Peter Hirth for 
organising this initiative. 
 
The Coffs Ocean Swims ran this year generating approximately $14,800. Thank you to Bruce Macphail and all 
volunteers and participants on the day. The Coffs Ocean Swims continues to be a significant source of revenue 
for the Club. In addition to distributing donations to supporting clubs and organisations a portion of the funds 
generated by successive Ocean Swims will be put towards the purchase of a new patrol ute as our existing 
vehicle is now in need of replacement. The Club is very lucky to have this source of revenue to enable purchase 
of larger equipment items essential to our training and beach safety activities. 
 
Facility booking fees are a significant source of revenue for the Club. Thanks to Bruce Macphail for managing 
bookings. 
 
For a list of organisations and people sponsoring and providing donations to our Club see Section 4. of this 
annual report. 
 

Community Service 
 
The Club continues to run the Inclusive Nippers Program. Inclusive Nippers runs side-by-side with Nippers on a 
Sunday morning.  
 
The Club works with the Sawtell Boardriders to support their competitions and the annual Barney Miller Surf 
Classic. 
 
The Club is available to assist with community events when requested. A regular commitment is to assist the 
Sawtell RSL with the setup of the Anzac Day Service. Thank you to the volunteers who set up this year. 
 



Clubhouse and Surrounds 
A new 10 year licence agreement to occupy the land was signed between Coffs Harbour City Council and 
Sawtell SLSC Inc commencing on 1 April 2026. This licence agreement gives the Club certainty and security of 
tenure. Thank you to Coffs City Council for support in renewing the licence agreement. 

The flat downstairs in the Clubhouse became vacant this season. Although the flat provides accommodation 
and a source of income  the Committee resolved to not re-let the premises. Instead it is intended to convert 
the flat into a storage area. This is consistent with Stage 2 of our DA for redevelopment of the Club House and 
facilities. Storage space is at a premium at present with IRBs on trailers and an increase in the number of skis as 
a result of renewed interest in ski paddling plus the delivery of a RWC to be stored at Sawtell SLSC for the Call 
Out Team. The conversion of the flat to storage goes towards meeting this storage requirement. Initial 
engineering calculations and drawings have been generated with the intention to have Council approval, 
drawings and quotes in place for upcoming grant rounds. 

The clubhouse auditorium and training room continue to be in demand. In conjunction with the Kiosk the 
auditorium helps to promote the grassed area in front of the Club as a very popular and well patronised 
community area. 

Thank you to our members and community volunteers who help to maintain the gardens and lawn in support 
of this valuable community amenity. 

The Club was successful in securing grant funding under the NSW Government Department of Sport Surf Club 
Facility Program 25/26 to install a new hot water system. The system uses energy efficient reclaim heat pumps 
supplied and installed by local business North Coast Power and Water and provides 1200 litres of hot water. 
Our early morning swimmers and training groups are now guaranteed a hot shower.  

As mentioned above Naomi Little was successful in securing RSL Club Grant funding to motorise the IRB shed 
roller door and provide electrical swipe card access. This work will proceed in the 2026-27 season and will 
make accessing the IRB shed much easier without having to wrestle with a sand clogged and corroded padlock. 

All three roller doors to the Nippers Shed, Patrol Storage Shed and Ski Storage Shed were replaced this season. 
This was an unexpected expense made necessary by the repeated failure and repair to the doors and motor 
drives. The doors are regularly exposed to salt sand and moisture which significantly reduces their operating 
life. The new doors are fitted with aluminium tracks which will hopefully improve their durability. 

 To address the beach erosion and beach access Coffs Council installed stairs to the Northern Access ramp 
allowing beach users to safely access the beach. Thank you to Coffs Council for this new infrastructure. The 
original lifeguard tower was also removed because of the beach erosion and Coffs Council has purchased and 
installed a new floating lifeguard tower. The new tower has power connected and is available for Sawtell SLSC 
patrols to access as well as for use by Council lifeguards. The access ramp on the Southern side is now open 
again thanks to remedial work moving sand and levelling by Coffs Council  

Unfortunately beach access for patrol equipment such as the beach trailer, IRB trailer, ATV and Ute is still not 
fully functional as our concrete access ramp leads to the Northern side which is currently fitted with stairs. 
Moving equipment across the lawn in front of the Kiosk to access the Southern ramp may not be feasible. 
Operational procedures for the 2026-27 patrol season will have to address this access issue. 

Sawtell SLSC and Coffs Council worked with WIlly Weather to facilitate installation of a surf camera on the new 
lifeguard tower. This initiative provides vision of beach and surf conditions to Members and the public who 
take out a subscription to the Willy Weather app.  



 

Thank you to the Kiosk staff and owners for continuing to build a successful and welcoming business. The Kiosk 
provides a focus and enhances the amenity of our Club grounds and facilities, showcasing our beautiful beach 
and catering for visitors and our local community. 
 

Communication 
 
 Minutes of all meetings are available to  members on request.  Surf Lifesaving enables us to communicate to 
members via email through Surfguard which is still used for formal communications and when targeting 
Members directly.  
 
The Club website is a source of information for members and the public. Private Facebook pages operate for 
Sawtell SLSC Patrol Swap and  Sawtell Surf Life Saving Members.  The Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club page is 
visible to the public and members. In addition to our website and Facebook pages regular newsletters have 
been produced. Thank you to Fiona Lane for maintaining our online presence. 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who has assisted in any way during the season, you make Sawtell SLSC what it is 
today. 
 

 
 
 



 

Vale 
 

Sean Max Golding 
 

12 November 1972 – 2025 
 

Member • Coach • President 2022–2025 • NSW Coach of the Year 2019 

 
Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club mourns the loss of Sean Max Golding, who passed away in 2025 after more than 
two decades of extraordinary service to surf lifesaving. Sean joined us having already established himself as a 
dedicated member at Coffs Harbour SLSC, and from his first days at Sawtell he became a valued member of 
our club. 
 
As a ski and board coach, Sean made an outstanding contribution not only to the Club’s competitive program 
but also to the culture and operations of Sawtell SLSC. He led athletes at Branch, State, and National carnivals, 
and his commitment to developing young members — technically, personally, and as a team — earned him the 
NSW Surf Life Saving Coach of the Year Award in 2019. Among his proudest coaching moments was guiding the 
Under-17 girls’ team, including his daughter Alyssa, to gold in the ski relay and silver in the board relay. 
 
Sean served as Club President from 2022 until his passing — a role he carried with the same understated 
dedication he brought to everything he did. Sean was a hard taskmaster but was the kind of leader who gave 
others the platform to succeed without ever needing the credit himself. 
 
Off the water, Sean was the person everyone turned to — generous, practical, and always ready with a 
solution or a laugh. He brought that same commitment to everything he did, on and off the beach. He is 
survived by his children Jake, Lachlan, and Alyssa, and their mother Leigh. His loss is felt across our whole 
community, and his legacy will endure in every member he coached, mentored, and inspired. 

 
“In every wave we catch, every race we run, and every paddle we take.” 

 
Rest easy, Sean. 

 
 



4 SPONSOR’S RECOGNITION 

 
Sawtell Surf Lifesaving Club provides a significant benefit to the community it serves. The funding 
and assistance received from the organisations below and our other supporters and donors funds 
the maintenance of Club facilities and enables the continuation of the high standard of lifesaving 
services that we are proud to provide. 

 

Government  
 

● Federal Government for the Beach Safety Equipment Funding which directed $11,000 to 
every SLSC for the purchase of vital rescue equipment, first aid and medical supplies. 

● Sawtell SLSC thanks Pat Conaghan MP, Federal Member For Cowper for his support and 
attendance to present National Medals to our Members.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● The NSW Government through the Emergency Services portfolio for ongoing funding of 
state-wide operations and programs which benefit clubs, members and the community. 

● NSW Government Department of Sport for grant funding under the Surf Club Facility 
Program 25/26 to install a new hot water system. 

● Sawtell SLSC thanks the Premier, The Hon Steve Kamper MP-Sports Minister, Gurmesh Singh 
MP Coffs harbour and the Office of Sport  for their support to increase usage, safety and 
participation in Surf Life Saving through ongoing programs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Sawtell SLSC would also like to acknowledge the City of Coffs Harbour for their contribution 
towards administration costs through the 2025/26 Community Donations Program. 

 
Through our affiliation with SLSA, SLSNSW and North Coast Branch 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                        



 

National  
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

State 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

North Coast Branch 
 

 

  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club 
 

 

Club Sponsors/Supporters 
The Club has always relied on support from a range of organisations and the general public. 
The support, which comes in different forms, is invaluable to the club. Without this support 
we would not be able to provide our high level of aquatic safety that is recognised by both 
locals and visitors to our region. This support also greatly assists the Club in ensuring our junior 
membership, our future, is adequately resourced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to businesses and organisations: 

 
The Kiosk Sawtell Beach JAC Plumbing 

Sawtell Bowling Club Sawtell Motor Inn 

Sawtell RSL Club BCU 

The Armidale School Toormina Craft Group 

Members are encouraged to support local businesses that support our club. 

 

Thank you to individuals, and families: 
 

Carol Lindsay, Peter Irish, Wendy Alexander, Hugh Goddard, Haynes 
Family, Sue Withers and Family, A. & M. Mattinson, J.M. Taylor, Lyndal 
Murphy, Scott Arbuthnot, P. Murphy 

 

 



 

Coffs Coast Ocean Swims 2026 

 

Thanks to both the assistance of the usual Club members, other North Coast Branch surf 
clubs, Marine Rescue and the weather gods, the 2026 Coffs Coast Ocean Swims was a great 
success with Sawtell SLSC being the main beneficiary both financially and in the eyes of 
those interested in the event. 

The only hiccup in the 2026 event was the inability of The Armidale School – great 
supporters of the event over many years- to participate due to the closure of Waterfall Way 
which, whilst opening on the weekend of the event, left it too late for their planning 

The support of Coffs Harbour City Council through their event funding program is essential if 
these events are to go ahead and for that support the Club is indebted. 

Special thanks are due to the sponsors of the three swims on the day being Quality Hotels 
City Centre, Andersens Floor Coverings and John Mills/Coffs Harbour and Sawtell Swim 
Squads 

The additional support from Stocks and Hogan, the  Coffs Harbour Yacht Club, Promised 
Land Produce, Kennards Hire, the local media – both tv and print - shows that there are a 
range of others who see this event as great for both the local community and visitors alike 

Not forgetting of course the following prepared to provide vouchers  for random draw prizes 
and age group prizes for participants being  Coffs Harbour CEX, Gowings Pacific Trader,  The 
Kiosk – Sawtell Beach, Happy Frog – Coffs Harbour, Lime Mexican Sawtell, Sawtell RSL, 
Bunnings, Hub Cafes, Split Café and Espresso Bar – Sawtell, Jetty Beach House, McGrath Real 
Estate and Sawtell Hotel 

It is this level of community support that encourages the Club to continue its long 
involvement with the Coffs Coast Ocean Swims. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you one and all for your support and commitment to the Sawtell Surf 
Lifesaving Club. Without your support it is questionable whether our Club could 

provide the level of service it currently does. 



5. PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 
It is with honour and sadness that I present the 2025-26 Sawtell SLSC Annual Report. The Club was deeply saddened by the 

unexpected passing of our President Sean Golding. Sean held many roles at Sawtell SLSC and we are grateful for his contributions to 

all aspects of the surf life saving movement. Sean was dedicated towards our mission statement, ‘Our Club: A place to belong, grow 

and be safe’, and my aim is to continue placing this statement at the core of Sawtell SLSC.  

Patrol Statistics 
The season was a strong one for Sawtell with 4,592 hours completed by our patrolling members which resulted in: 

● 4 rescues 

● 113 preventative actions 

● 9 first aids 

This season was without loss of life and our Club Captain Shelley Lantry is to be congratulated for her work in planning, 

communicating and motivating our 10 Patrol Teams including our Patrol Captains, Vice Captains, ART, IRB Drivers, IRB Crew, Bronze 

Medallion, SRC, Radio and First Aid award holders.  These volunteers and the diverse roles they hold are essential for the safe 

patrolling of our beaches.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



5. PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 

Sawtell SLSC Committee 
Thanks must go to all of Sawtell SLSC’s Committee members, in particular those who took up new roles, and those who filled 

positions mid-season. In what was a difficult time we were able to continue the strategic and operational aspects of the Club. 

Surf Sports 
Sawtell SLSC had outstanding individual, team and Club results across all levels of competition, exemplifying the breadth and depth 

of competitors at Sawtell. Result highlights include: 

● Saul Easman winning the inaugural Coolangatta Dash (1.25km run, 1km swim, 1km run)  

● Sawtell SLSC winning the North Coast Branch Championships held at Sawtell 

● Sawtell SLSC winning both Junior and Senior divisions of the March Past at Country Championships 

 
● Sawtell SLSC finishing 9th at the Surf Life Saving Country Championships at South West Rocks 

● Numerous Age and Open State Championships placings held at Swansea Belmont including:  

○ Lachlan Herbert and Max Herbert 4th in U12 Board Rescue  

○ Luke Doust, Lachlan Herbert and Max Herbert 6th in U12 Board Relay 

○ Saul Easman and Isaac Ryan 4th in U17 Board Rescue 

○ Saul Easman 5th in the U17 Male Surf Race 

○ George Haynes and Isaac Ryan 6th in the U17 2 x 1km run. 

● Two placings at the Australian Surf Life Saving Titles with Saul Easman placing 6th in both the U17 2km Ocean Swim and 

Surf Race.  

 



5. PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 

As part of Sawtell’s training program, we were thrilled to have Joe Collins conduct a Surf Sports training session for our athletes. Joe 

provided great tips, inspiration and plenty of motivation for our future champions. 

 
 

Another hugely successful Fast Fives carnival was organised and run by our Junior Activities Committee. Thank you all who 

contributed, both from across our Club and our Branch, for the contributions made to the smooth running of this event. 

Awards 
There were several Sawtell members who received prestigious awards during the season. Steve Rayson received his first clasp for 25 

years of service, and Sheena McTackett, Leanne Stuart, Shane Golden and Peter Hirth were honored with their National Medals for 

15 years of service. Kerry Clancy was also recognised for 30 years service as an Official. 

Congratulations to Kaiden Doust and Charlie Little who were Sawtell’s Junior Lifesaver of the Year nominees. 

Ocean Swims 
The 30th annual Coffs Coast Ocean Swims was hosted by Sawtell. Unfortunately, The Armidale School were unable to attend owing 

to road diversions on Waterfall Way. Nevertheless, it was a successful event and a great fundraiser for our Club. The event has now 

been listed on the Australian Tourism Date Warehouse, as well as the Ocean Swims website. This is a great partnership which allows 

us to showcase the capabilities of the Surf Life Saving movement.  

Partnerships 
Sawtell SLSC is proud of the collaboration and cooperation that occurs within our community. Acknowledgement goes to Coffs 

Harbour City Council for their valuable input and ongoing cooperation, in particular with the erosion and beach access issues we 

have faced. Thank you to our sponsor's ongoing support which makes it easier for our members to provide life saving services and 

North Coast Branch for their ongoing guidance and support.   



6. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Club continues to be in a strong financial position, with the audited financial statements  confirming that Sawtell Surf 

Life Saving Club remains financially stable, well‑resourced, and  capable of meeting all foreseeable commitments.  

 

Net assets increased over the year,reflecting solid activity, sound financial administration, and the ongoing support of our 

members, volunteers, sponsors, and community supporters.  

 

The Club’s financial position remains healthy. Cash reserves provide a strong liquidity base that  supports day‑to‑day 

operations and future capital works and equipment planning. Property, equipment, and motor vehicles continue to 

represent significant value for the Club.   

 

Depreciation has been applied consistently, and new equipment purchases have strengthened  operational capability 

across patrol, training, and clubhouse functions.  

 

Work‑in‑progress items reflect equipment ordered with deposits paid, but goods not yet received.  

 

Liabilities remain modest, consisting mainly of prepaid grant monies for projects underway and  key deposits. Overall, the 

financial position demonstrates appropriate reserves, and readiness for future needs.  

 

The Club’s financial performance shows a surplus for the year. This result reflects strong income  streams including the 

generosity of financial donors who support the Club’s operations. The surplus will assist in providing readily accessible 

funding for the imminent flat conversion and storage project now underway. 

 

Membership income increased, namely within JASC, demonstrating continued community  engagement and the value 

placed on the Club’s services. 

 

Fundraising was a standout area, with significantly higher returns from raffles, events, and community initiatives. Special 

thanks to the JASC team as their activities have not only provided significant revenue, but team building and club spirit. 

   

Council contributions remain significant, acknowledging the Club’s essential role in local surf  lifesaving services. We thank 

Coffs Harbour City Council for their continued support.  

 

Grants remain a vital component of the Club’s financial structure, supporting major projects and  essential patrol 

equipment purchases.  

 

Ocean Swims again delivered a strong financial result, supported by sponsorship and the  dedicated efforts of volunteers. 

The Club is grateful for all contributors, and the event’s success  highlights the Club’s strong spirit, inter‑club relationships, 

and community engagement. The  revenue raised over the years contributed to donations to other volunteer organisations 

who  assist in the event and this year will fund a new Patrol Ute for the club.  

 

Expenditure increased in some operational areas. These increases align with improved service  standards and the 

additional income received from auditorium hire and rent.  

Auditorium hire  remains consistent, despite some regular bookings dropping off this year. I would like to thank Bruce 

Macphail and Bruce Coomber and our community partners who support this important  revenue stream as well as timely 

receipt and banking of monies received. 

 

Repairs and maintenance remained steady, with investment in patrol equipment, boards,  trailers, and IRB operations. 

Depreciation increased due to new capital purchases and updated  schedules. 

 

Overall expenditure remained well managed and aligned with operational needs.  

 

Despite unexpected challenges throughout the year, the audited financial statements, along  with the receipt of the SLS 

Compliance Grant, confirm that the Club’s financial reporting  complies with the Associations Incorporation Act, ACNC 

requirements, and the Charitable  Fundraising Act. 



6. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

A focus on Internal controls needs to remain appropriate and effective to  ensure the club meets all obligations relating to 

fundraising, grant and funds management, and financial reporting.  

 

As many members will be aware, I am the third Treasurer (and a returning office bearer) to serve in office during this 

financial year. While every effort has been made to ensure consistency and accuracy across the full year of accounts, 

changes in office bearers can naturally result in some variations in administrative approach. These do not affect the Club’s 

financial integrity or  compliance, but they may prompt questions for some members. I am open to answer any  questions 

raised.  

 

I am currently serving in an acting capacity to support the Club and I want to acknowledge the  strength of the team 

around me. A special thanks to Anthea Martin who held the Treasurer role for 6 years and has supported me transitioning 

back into the role. 

   

As we continue to work on sustainable solutions and systems, we warmly encourage anyone  interested in contributing to 

the Treasurer role, whether through coordination of grants, bookkeeping assistance, administrative support, or stepping 

into the governance position itself to reach out. You would be joining a collaborative, supportive team committed to the 

Club’s  long‑term success.  

The Club’s financial strength is a direct result of the dedication of our volunteers, committee members, and supporters. I 

extend my sincere thanks to the Executive Team and to all members who contribute their time to patrol, training, 

fundraising, administration, and behind‑the‑scenes work. Your efforts ensure the Club continues to serve the Sawtell 

community with  professionalism, safety, and pride.  

Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club remains   

financially sound, well managed, and   

compliant with reporting requirements. The   

Club is well positioned to continue   

delivering essential lifesaving services,   

supporting member development, and   

planning for future improvements.  

Ruth Philippo   

Acting Treasurer | Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club   

Contact: treasurer@sawtellsurfclub.com.au 



7. CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT 

 
Sawtell has concluded another successful patrol season, with members once again demonstrating a clear focus 
on beach safety and service to the local community and visitors to Sawtell Beach. Patrols commenced on 27 
September 2025, coinciding with the start of the school holidays, and continued through to 27 April 2026. Over 
this period, 136 patrolling members collectively contributed 4605 hours of service, undertook 4 rescues, 
completed 113 preventative actions and responded to 9 first aid incidents. 

Beach access remained a significant operational consideration throughout the year with the northern and 
southern ramps continuing to be affected by weather and coastal damage.   The viewing platform was shortened 
twice over season due to unstable footings which continue to be exposed and eroded by the coastal conditions.   
Whilst metal temporary stairs have been installed on the northern access, the southern access remained 
inaccessible  for the majority of the season.  Whilst there continues to be no vehicle access to the beach from 
the Club, patrols once again had to use the southern boat ramp to access the beach placing additional pressure 
on patrols.  Another season of patrolling under marquees, having our members exposed to weather conditions, 
and at times,  limited beach access due to a combination of high tides and large swell. While this presented 
practical challenges, members responded with the resilience and commitment that characterise the 
commitment of our Club’s patrolling members.  The Sawtell spirit is well and truly alive and I thank every member 
for their commitment noting the lack of access adds additional time to your patrolling day.  

Importantly, there were no drownings during patrol hours. This outcome reflects the vigilance of our patrolling 
members, the effectiveness of preventative actions and the willingness of teams to respond promptly as 
conditions changed. It is an achievement of which all patrolling members can be proud. 

A major highlight this year was the installation of the new patrol tower, a long-awaited upgrade that has already
delivered a noticeable improvement to patrol operations. The enhanced visibility, safer vantage point and 
improved surveillance options have strengthened our lifesaving capability and provided volunteers with a more 
reliable base from which to operate. This important addition will continue to support patrol effectiveness in 
future seasons. 

SLSNSW once again provided the Club with opportunities to participate in grant funding, enabling the purchase 
of lifesaving and training equipment. The Club also received a Shark Bite Trauma Kit, which is now located on 
the outside wall of the patrol operations room. 

As part of SLSNSW’s ongoing commitment to emergency services, the Club gained access to an RWC (Rescue 
Water Craft) which is based at the Club. This provides members with the opportunity to undertake training in 
the operation of this important equipment. 

SLSNSW also ensured Sawtell Beach was supported by UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle), or drone, services 
throughout the patrolling season. 

We recognise and sincerely thank all 136 patrolling members for their contribution throughout the season. 
Whether members completed the full season, contributed for part of the year, or joined the Club as new 
members commencing their lifesaving journey, each contribution played an important role in keeping our 
community safe. 

As a volunteer organisation, every hour of service is valued and appreciated. 

This season, 68 members achieved 100% Patrol status, representing half of our patrolling membership. To attain 
this recognition, members must complete a minimum of 40 hours of rostered patrols or arrange substitutions 
without reducing patrol strength. 

Congratulations to all members who achieved this milestone. We will also acknowledge the member with the 
highest patrol hours: Life Member Neil Robertson, who once again led this category with just over 94 hours. His 
continued service and commitment provide an enduring example of dedication to the Club and to patrolling. 



7. CLUB CAPTAINS REPORT 
Thank you to the members who assisted neighbouring clubs within the Branch to meet their patrol obligations. 
This willingness to support others has long been part of Sawtell’s culture and continues to strengthen the 
broader lifesaving community. 

Sincere thanks are extended to everyone involved in delivering our Ocean Swims, from behind-the-scenes 
coordination through to water safety and beach support. Many members volunteered their time while also 
fulfilling patrol duties, and this contribution is greatly appreciated. 

Funds raised through this initiative are invested back into the Club to support vital lifesaving equipment and the 
purchase of important assets. 

I extend my sincere appreciation to the Committee, Coaches, Trainers and Assessors, Life Members, and those 
who maintain our equipment, vehicles and IRBs. Your ongoing contribution is essential to the effective operation 
of the Club. 

I also thank those who support me directly in my role as Club Captain. Your assistance, guidance and 
commitment are invaluable. 

To every patrolling member, thank you for the reliability, adaptability and professionalism you have 
demonstrated throughout the season. Your collective efforts have enabled Sawtell to deliver another strong 
season of surf lifesaving and to continue providing an essential service to our community. 

As we look ahead to the 2026/27 season, I am confident that the commitment, teamwork and pride shown by 
our members will continue to strengthen the Club and support the safety of all who visit Sawtell Beach. 

Shelley Lantry 
Club Captain  
Sawtell SLSC 
 

 

 

 



8. MAJOR CLUB AWARDS 

Competition 
 

THE PAM & JIM WORLAND SHIELD - FEMALE CLUB CHAMPION 

Not awarded 

PHILLIP BELLINGER MEMORIAL SHIELD – MALE CLUB CHAMPION 

Isaac Ryan 

REG GENTLE MEMORIAL SHIELD BEST COMPETITOR and SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR 

Saul Easman 

BEST CRAFT COMPETITOR 

Isaac Ryan  

GREG ROWKACSZ MEMORIAL TROPHY - BEST MALE SKI PADDLER 

William Mayberry 

WAL EDMONDS MEMORIAL SHIELD – BEST TEAM MEMBER 

Ben Lambert 

CLUB CHAMPIONS 

Under 15 Male Club Champion - Fletcher Bridgeman 

Under 17 Male Club Champion - Saul Easman and Isaac Ryan 

Under 19 Female Club Champion - Sari Bridgeman 

30-39 Male Club Champion - Ben Lambert 

40-49 Male Club Champion - Shaun Powell 

40-49 Female Club Champion - Lucy Stackpool-Moore 

60-69 Male Club Champion - Barry Walker 

Open Male Champion - Isaac Ryan 

 

Club 
KENT PEARSON MEMORIAL SHIELD - BEST 1ST YEAR CADET 

Archie Peters 

BCU PERPETUAL SHIELD - BEST NEW MEMBER 

Matt Robinson 

GREG ROWKASCZ MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Angus Waugh 

ALLAN SCOPE MEMORIAL ENCOURAGEMENT TROPHY 

Lillian Dellar 



 
BEST PATROL MEMBER 

Amy Hannaford 

BEST CRAFT COMPETITOR 

Isaac Ryan 

PRESIDENT'S AWARD - CLUB SPIRIT 

Sarah Tisdell 

BETTY HOBBS SHIELD - BEST FEMALE MEMBER 

Erin Powell 

ALLAN (NUGGET) HOBBS TROPHY – BEST MALE CLUB MEMBER 

Carney Peters 

BILL WOOD MEMORIAL TROPHY - Best Under 17 Member 

George Haynes 

DI CLARK MEMORIAL AWARD 

Naomi Little & Mandy Hart 

SABRINA TISDELL AWARD FOR SPORTSMANSHIP 

Grace Furey 

IAN DELLAR CREST OF THE WAVE - SURFING AWARD 

Not awarded. 
 



9. 100% PATROL AWARDS 

   

Thank you and well done to the 68 patrol members who undertook all their rostered patrols or 
who arranged a swap with a member from another patrol so that patrol strength remained 

unaltered and who completed at least 40 hours.  
 

   100% Award Patrol Recipients 
 Patrol 1 Lyn Hastings, Ruth Philippo, Leanne Stuart, Chris Oakes, Amber Carle, Jenny Peisley, Kelly 

Denison 

Patrol 2 Sarah Tisdell, Kim Henderson, Carly Mosti, Lorraine Hirth, Peter Hirth, Dale Churchland, 
Christopher McNeill, Kym Campton  

Patrol 3  Matt Ryan, Tiffany Easman, George Haynes, Saul Easman, Isaac Ryan, David Hoy, Nicholas 
Murray, Sheena McTackett, Lucy Stackpool-Moore, Thane Easman 

Patrol 4  David Eiler, Malcolm Hill, Adam Newman, Lillian Dellar, Julie-ann Willis, Ian Dellar 

Patrol 5 Andrew Martin, Anthea Martin, Murray Vine, Kirsty West, Peter Van Schellebeck, Lily Bourne, 
Steve Cruwys 

Patrol 6 Shauna Ellis, Scott Rayson, Fiona Lane, Tony Ensbey 

Patrol 7 Neil Robertson, Shane Golden, Shelley Lantry, Renee Golden 

Patrol 8 Stephen Rayson, Hugh Goddard, James Moss, Harry Waugh, Cheryl Lane, Ross Waugh 

Patrol 9 Amy Hannaford, Barry Walker, Carney Peters, Archie Peters, Sari Bridgeman, Jessica Peters, 
Renata Bridgeman, Peter Bridgeman 

Patrol 10  Pete Singleton, Gerard de Carle, Erin Powell, Shaun Powell, Gerard Klinkers, Russell Day, 
Matthew Robinson, Naomi Little 

 



 
 

10. CHIEF TRAINING OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

This season has been an extremely busy one for the Education Team. With the introduction to Lifesaving CPR, 

we found our annual proficiency sessions being extended to 2 hours. We  were also limited as to how many 

members we could have attending a proficiency at one time. I  would like to thank each and everyone of our 

trainers for their perseverance, patience and  flexibility whilst rolling out this new initiative.   

June 2025, we had many members participate in training for their IRB Crew Certificate. This course consists of 

online and practical components which shows the level of commitment that our members go to in the off 

season to upskill themselves. We were fortunate to have  12 members achieve their IRB Crew Certificate.   

August 2025, we had 9 members commit to online and practical training to achieve their IRB  Driver 

Qualification. Just like the IRB Crew Course, this course is also run over numerous  weekends. The commitment 

of both the candidates and the trainers is greatly appreciated  and will certainly help strengthen our patrolling 

teams for the future.   

October 2025 school holidays saw our trainers again run a Bronze Course in conjunction with  the Manly 

Nippers Camp. This camp has been running for many years and it is great to see  this tradition continuing. A 

huge thank you goes to our trainers who took time out of their  busy lives to run and facilitate this course to 

ensure the candidates were ready to attain their  Bronze Medallion.   

November 2025 involved a week of intensive practical scenarios with students and staff from The Armidale 

School (TAS). There were 28 participants who battled less than ideal surf  conditions but showed their grit and 

determination to achieve their Bronze Medallion. There  was also 1 participant who achieved their Radio 

Operators Certificate. This TAS bronze Squad  isn’t a one-week training camp, there is an exceptional level of 

commitment from both TAS  students/staff and Club Trainers throughout many months who take their time out 

to ensure  that participants are immersed in a range of scenarios to ensure that they are ready to attain  their 

Bronze Medallion.  

December 2025 was a busy month with 3 members attaining their Bronze Medallion and 6  U/14 members 

being awarded their SRC (Surf Rescue Certificate). These 2 separate courses  were run each Sunday along with 

a weeknight session. It is great to see the Juniors and  Nipper parents obtaining these qualifications and 

become regular patrolling members.   

Throughout the season we also had 4 members attain their First Aid Certificate, 5 members  achieve their ART 

qualification, and 5 members get their Silver Medallion Patrol Captains  award. With members continuing to 

upskill themselves allows our club to have more patrol  teams and continually ensure that we are providing a 

safe beach for the community which  essentially is the core purpose of Surf Life Saving.   

Sarah Tisdell 



 

11. JUNIOR ACTIVITIES SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

This year we welcomed 221 junior members, an increase of 40 members from 2024. This growth is not  just 

a number — it reflects the trust families place in our club and the strength of our culture. Sawtell  continues 

to be a place where children feel supported and families can connect.  

The success of the program is built on the dedication of our Age Managers, who coordinated activities  

within their age groups to deliver a safe and engaging program. Their leadership and commitment  ensured 

our junior members were supported to build skills, confidence, and friendships.  

This season also demonstrated our commitment to development beyond the beach. The KaMana  Workshop 

with Harriet Brown provided valuable education around female athlete health, performance  mindset, and 

positive habits, while the training session with Joe Collins further supported learning and  skill development 

across the program. These initiatives reflect our focus on supporting the whole child,  not just athletic ability.  

Sun safety remained a priority throughout the season, with the introduction of sun-safe hats for our U6  and 

U7 Nippers representing an important step forward in protecting our youngest members. I would  also like to 

acknowledge the Sun Safe Committee, whose work resulted in numerous improvements and  strategies that 

strengthened sun safety practices across the program.  

A particularly meaningful highlight of the season was Rainbow Beach Day, which created space for  important 

conversations and sent a clear message to our wider community that everyone is welcome at  our club and 

on our beach. This day strongly reflected the values of Sawtell Junior SLSC and our  commitment to inclusion, 

respect, and belonging.  

The Sawtell Fast Fives Carnival was once again delivered successfully and showcased the strong  

organisation, teamwork, and community spirit that defines our club. Social connection remained a key  part 

of the season, with Sawty Slippers continuing to be a much-loved Friday night event that brought  families 

together in a relaxed and welcoming setting.  

Our coaching program was another standout this year. Thank you to Erin, Todd, and Sarah, who  facilitated 

coaching sessions for all skill levels. Throughout the season, the love, fun, and skill of board  paddling was clear 

and became a highlight for many of our junior members. A special thank you also goes  to Shaun, Andy, and 

Aaron, who volunteered their time to tow the trailer to each board training session,  ensuring these sessions 

could run smoothly and consistently.  

Fundraising remains essential to the sustainability of the program, and I sincerely thank everyone who  

volunteered their time selling raffle tickets at the Sawtell Pub on Saturday nights. A special mention must  go to 

Naomi and Mandy, whose dedication and commitment to the organisation was outstanding and  greatly 

appreciated. 

 

We also acknowledge and thank all volunteers who gained new qualifications this season, including  Water 

Safety, IRB, and Official accreditations. These qualifications are critical to the safe delivery of our  program, 

and the willingness of our members to upskill reflects the strong culture of responsibility and  teamwork 

within the club.  



 

11. JUNIOR ACTIVITIES SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

The club was proudly represented by Kaidan Doust and Charlie Little, who were recognised as Junior Life  

Savers of the Year. They represented Sawtell with pride and truly did the club proud. Our competitors  also 

represented the club at Branch, Country, and State competitions, achieving strong results while  consistently 

demonstrating excellent sportsmanship — a reflection of the values we strive to instil in our  junior members.  

The Junior Nippers Program is sustained by the tireless efforts of our committee members, who  volunteer 

countless hours behind the scenes to ensure the program operates successfully. I would like to  personally 

thank:  

Jul’s and Andy Doust, Erin and Shaun Powell, Naomi Little, Mandy Hart, Amy Hannaford, Sarah Watson,  

Aaron Meeham, Mark and Rachel Haynes, Leanne Elkins, Mel Gibson, Ross Waugh, Tiff Easman, Taren  

Preston and Michele Jordan.  

Your commitment, leadership, and generosity of time continue to make a lasting difference to our junior  

members and their families.  

Looking Ahead  

As we look to the future, the continued success of the program relies on shared responsibility and  community 

involvement. To maintain a safe, high-quality program, we will need more qualified Water  Safety, IRB, and 

Official members, and we strongly encourage parents and volunteers to consider gaining  these qualifications.  

We also welcome new committee members, bringing fresh ideas, energy, and perspectives to help shape  the 

next chapter of the Sawtell Junior SLSC Nippers Program.  

In closing, I would like to thank all parents, caregivers, volunteers, and supporters for another successful  

season. The Sawtell Junior SLSC Nippers Program continues to thrive because of the strength of its  community 

and the shared commitment to developing confident, capable, and community-minded young  surf lifesavers.  

Matt Herbert  

JAC Chairperson 25/26 season 



12. REGISTRARS REPORT 
 
 
 
There are 587 members at Sawtell Surf Club which is an increase of 63 members for the 2025/26 season. 287 
female members and 300 male members. 24 members transferred into our club and 22 members transferred 
out of our club. Transfers out were mostly students or workers moving away for work.  There was 
approximately 140 patrolling members. 
 

No.  category No. 2024/25 Nos. 2025/26 

1 Active 18+ 97 98 

2 Active 15 - 18 48 * 52* 

3 Award 3 4 

4 Honorary 2 0 

5 Cadets 19 20 

6 Juniors 161 201 

8 Active reserve 10 3 

9 Life 3 26 

10 Long Service 25 10 

11 Associate 5 50 

12 Nipper Parents 11 123 

13 Leave Restricted 39 1 

14 Past Active 100 0 

15 General  1 0 

16 Probationary 10 0 

 Total 524 587 
 
*= Includes TAS students.    
Past Active, General and Probationary membership category has been replaced with Nipper Parent, absorbed 
into Associate membership or has been removed from the membership category within our club.  
 
Lyn Hastings 
Registrar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13. COMPETITION MANAGER’S REPORT 
Sawtell competitors had a very strong 2025-2026 season. We are extremely thankful to our coaches Todd 
Adamson and Erin Powell who have volunteered hours of their time each week to train, encourage and 
support Sawtell’s surf sport athletes.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the sudden passing of our ski Coach Sean Golding early in the season. It was a 
difficult time for all our ski competitors and paddlers. I would like to thank Mark Sutton and Bob Hunt who 
have brought our ski paddlers into their regular ski training group. From this several inter-club paddles have 
been arranged, and this has increased the camaraderie between the Clubs in our Branch.  
 
Our senior competitors Saul Easman, Isaac Ryan and Archie Peters had an impressive start to the surf sport 
season. Travelling to Burleigh Heads for the Shaw and Partners World Ocean Series they competed with solid 
results. Archie made the finals for the Ironperson, Board and Swim, while Isaac and Saul made the finals for 
Ironperson (Saul 5th), Ski and Swim.  
 
They then competed at the Forster Weekend of Surf in the Endurance Iron and individual events. Saul finished 
4th in both the Iron and Swim, with Archie, Isaac and George all making the finals for each of their events. 
George, Isaac and Saul teamed up for the taplin relay finishing 4th, and the Board Relay finishing 5th. 
 

 
   
Harrison Murphy and the boys and then competed in the Coolangatta Gold and Coolangatta Sprint, which are 
two of the most challenging surf sport events. George, Isaac and Saul then competed the following day in the 
inaugural Coolangatta Gold Dash (1.25km run, 1km swim and 1km run) with outstanding results. Saul was the 
overall winner and first U17 male, with Isaac coming 5th and George 7th in U17's. 
 
Archie Peters also competed in the Coolangatta Youth Challenge coming a respectable 25th. 
 
 



13. COMPETITION MANAGER’S REPORT 

  
 
Sawtell SLSC was represented at numerous carnivals throughout the season, including: 

● Interbranch Selection Carnival 
● Woolgoolga Combined Branch Carnival 
● World Ocean Series Bonny Hills  
● Coffs Craft Challenge  
● Interbranch  
● World Ocean Series Manly Open  
● Country Championships 
● Branch Championships 
● Shannon Eckstein Iron Classic 
● Open State Championships 
● Australian Surf Life Saving Championships 

 
There were numerous placings at Country Championships, including gold in the Open March Past. Other 
notable placings for teams and individuals include: 

Team Events 

● Masters Mixed Sprint - 3rd 
● Open Male Beach Relay - 2nd 
● 17 Mixed Beach Relay - 2nd 
● U15 Beach Relay - 4th 
● U17 Ski Relay - 3rd  
● U17 Board Relay - 5th 
● U17 Board Rescue - 5th 
● U17/U19 Beach Relay - 6th 
● U19 Ski Relay - 4th 
● U19 Male Board Relay - 6th 
● U19 Male Board Rescue - 5th 
● Open Male Board Relay - 6th 



13. COMPETITION MANAGER’S REPORT 
● Open Make 2x1km Relay 3rd 
● U27 Male Taplin Relay - 5th 
● U19 Male Taplin - 5th 

Individual Results 

● Isaac Ryan - 6th (17’s Flags) 
● Jess Peters- 5th (17’s Flags) 
● Ben Lambert - 1st (Opens 2km and 30–39 2km), 3rd (30-39 Swim) and 4th (30–39 Sprints) 
● Carney Peters - 5th (40–49 2km) 
● Saul Easman - 1st Open Male Surf Race, 2nd U17 Male Surf Race and 2nd U17 Male Iron 
● Angus Waugh - 6th U19 Male Ski 

 
Competitors then travelled to Swansea Belmont for the Open State Championships, with Sawtell again 
achieving excellent results.  It should be noted that all Sawtell senior competitors competed in a final event at 
these Championships. Highlights include: 
 
U15 Swim – Archie Peters 11th  
U17 Swim - Saul Easman 5th  
U17 Iron - Saul Easman 10th 
U17 Flags - George Haynes 11th  
U17 Board Rescue - Saul Easman and Isaac Ryan 4th 
2 x 1km Relay - George Haynes and Isaac Ryan - 6th 
 
The final event for the season was the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships which were once again held 
at North Kirra. Sawtell had impressive results with Saul Easman earning points in both the 2km Ocean Swim 
and U17 Male Surf Race, coming 6th in each event. Archie Peters finished 8th in the U15 2km Ocean Swim. 
 
I would like to once again thank our amazing coaches for sharing their expertise and supporting our athletes, 
parents for their time and encouragement, as well as all others who have given their time to support Sawtell 
SLSC. 
 
Tiffany Easman 
Sawtell SLSC Senior Competition Manager 



14.  
 
2025-2026 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
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